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Assignment #4a: Editing skills
This week you will edit the short abstracts/summaries from other students in the class. 

We’ve already gone over some of the problems to look for as you edit for:

1. conciseness (cut what is not needed)
2. grammar

3. sentences and paragraphs

4. logic and flow

First, do the assigned readings (or re-read them):

· Lecture notes
· EEB Writing guidelines

· LaMotte (at end of  EEB writing guide)
Second, edit their work.

Be hard on your peers!! Your job is to provide thoughtful, constructive criticism, so doing a superficial job of editing it not very useful. The comments are meant to help everyone improve thought processes and writing skills.
( If you don’t see problems in others’ papers, then you are probably not seeing them in your own.

Bring hard copies of your edits to class on Oct 21, and be prepared to discuss them.

** 
References:

Pechenik: A Short Guide to Writing about Biology (2nd edition)

Strunk and White:  The Elements of Style (3rd Edition)

Hofmann: Scientific Writing and Communication Papers, Proposals, and Presentations 

