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Some guidelines for writing and editing 

References: 
 
Pechenik: A Short Guide to Writing about Biology (7th edition) 
 
Strunk and White:  The Elements of Style (4th edition) 
 
Hofmann: Scientific Writing and Communication Papers, Proposals, and 

Presentations  
 
EEB Writing Guide (links to it in syllabus, assignment pages) 
 



Editing skills: 
 
1.  Details – for clarity, grammar, conciseness 

2.  Flow – logic, points 









Any other problems? 



Than what? 



Passive 
 
 
Active 

living 



Avoid:     Use: 
The question as to whether  whether 
There is no doubt but that    no doubt (doubtless) 
Used for fuel purposes    used for fuel 
He is a man who    he 
In a hasty manner    hastily 
This is a subject that    this subject 
Their result is a strange one  their result is strange (or, their strange 

       result) 
The reason why is that    because 
 
“the fact that” 
Owing to the fact that    because 
In spite of the fact that    though (although) 
Call your attention to the fact that  remind you 
I was unaware of the fact that  I was unaware that 

Common unnecessary phrases 

But the most overused and superfluous word is “the”…you can often 
delete “the” from a sentence (especially at the beginning) with no loss of 
information. 



What is 1) weak and 2) unnecessary? 

Hemal tissue moved nutrients to….. 







or: I showed that 

Use active voice as much as possible 



EEB wants you to: use active voice and first person as 
much as possible.  
 
Sometimes, use of passive voice is needed for clarity – and to 
break up a string of sentences that start ‗I did …‘.  
 
Be aware of the voice you use in each sentence and why you 
might want to use active or passive in particular circumstances.  
 

Why?? 
 
The active voice is direct (performer–verb–receiver), vigorous, 
clear, and concise. The reader knows who is responsible for 
the action.   
 
 
The passive voice is indirect (receiver–verb–performer) and 
can be weak, awkward, and wordy.   
 



or: I showed that 

Use active voice as much as possible 












