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Revising for flow: logic 







Constructing Powerful Sentences And Paragraphs 
 
 
From: Hofmann A.H. Scientific Writing and Communication. 
 
  
 
 
à GOAL: authors should guide and influence readers. 
 
Tactics: 
-  Grammar, conciseness (already done) 
-  Sentence structure 
-  Paragraph structure 
 
 



Establish importance: Word location (power) within a sentence .  

Example   
 
a  Although vitamin B6 seems to reduce the risk of macular 

degeneration, it may have some side effects. 
  

b  Vitamin B6 reduces the risk of macular degeneration, but it 
may have some side effects. 

  
c  Taking vitamin B6 may have some side effects, but vitamin B6 

also reduces macular degeneration. 
  

d  Although taking vitamin B6 has some side effects, vitamin B6 
reduces macular degeneration. 

Which is most powerful?? Why?? 
 
In general, the end position in a sentence is more emphasized (powerful) than the 
beginning position.  



Organize your paragraphs. 

•  First  and last sentences.   
 
•  Usually, the first sentence introduces the topic of the paragraph and gives 
the reader a direction of where the paragraph is going….  
…..or it can also be a transition from the previous paragraph. 
 
•  The last sentence may be used to summarize, draw a conclusion, or 
emphasize something of importance.    

Power positions: 



 
 
A well written paragraph generally gives an overview first and then goes 
into detail.  
 
à the “psychological geography” of the sentence structure is particularly 
important. 



Flow: create linkages. 

 
Macular degeneration is affected by diet.  One of the diet components that influences  
 

 
 

the progression of macular degeneration is vitamin B6. Although vitamin B6 seems to reduce  

the risk of macular degeneration, it may have some side effects. 

Information at the end position of a sentence is placed at the beginning, or 
topic position of the next sentence. 

General More specific 

And even more specific 

Or, even punchier: combine sentences 2 & 3: 
 
While vitamin B6 influences the progression of mac degeneration, it 
may have some side effects 



Past tense:  for observations, completed actions, and specific conclusions.  

Present tense: for generalizations and statements of general validity.  

A sentence can also have mixed tenses: 
 
Sultan observed that certain species of bacteria respond to light stimuli.   

Tenses: 



Summary of Writing Principles 
 

 
 
1. Write with the reader in mind. 
 
 
 
….+ a useful list of tips (we’ve done some, but not all) 





For best editing results: 
 
• Use hard copy – and write suggested edits by hand 
 
• Print out at least double-space (why?) 
 
• Be careful à go through the document word by word, sentence by 
sentence 
 
• Ask: does this make sense? Can I (they) say this more clearly? 
 
• A good editor is ruthless!!  
• Assume the reader is naïve and doesn’t have specialist background 
 
    It doesn’t help a colleague to be a gentle editor  
    à they won’t get the help that they need. 

  
• Don’t be hurt by suggested changes: 
   à accept edits gracefully. 
   à editorial suggestions are meant to help. 
 
 
 


